Many things happened since your record deal in summer 2005. What is
going on for Delain these days, a year and a half after the release of
Lucidity?Do you have very busy days?

We’re very busy. A lot of stuff happened. We released in the Benelux last year, entered the charts (top40) we won an award, and played our first gigs. Actually things went crazy from the beginning. So that’s very cool. At the moment we’re busy with our 2nd videoclip (See Me In Shadow) and we’re preparing for the album releases in Germany and some other countries. We did our first French shows this month, and in a couple of days we’re gonna play in Paris with Within Temptation. So in general we’re bussy as hell. (but it’s all really great to do)

- There is a huge number of guests on your album. Was it hard for you to
get them to appear on the album?

Actually not. Even better. It went so easy that things developed without any plan.

Things just developed. In the end I had a really cool line-up. But it wasn’t planned in the beginning. Sharon is family, I always wanted to work with her one more time. I really love the music from Nightwish, and I’m a fan of Marco’s voice. So I had this wish to work with him.

- Did you already know that you would ask Marco to sing on several songs
when you composed them or did the idea came up later? What made you
choose all these artists to appear on the album?
Well actually not. Marco would only play the bass guitar lines on the album. But working with him went really well and easy. We had enough time left to try stuff. Besides that Marco had an infection at his middle finger (Curious what he did with it) 

So he couldn’t play all the time. (At the end of the week I even found myself in the hospital with him) So after being there he couldn’t play (which wasn’t a disaster because all bass lines we’re done anyway), and we tried some vocal stuff.

Some parts really fitted remarkably well. So in the end Marco’s vocals were present on 5 songs. Not planned at all, but it worked really well. So I really love to work with the people I choose.

- How did the recordings go? Did you all gather together or did each
artist record his/her parts on his/her own?
I was present with every recording except Sharon’s

Sharon did stuff on her own, because I know exactly what I will get from her, because I know her really well. I went to Finland to record Marco, to Stuttgard to record Liv Kristine.

- Will some of the guests join you for your next live shows (For example
Sharon when touring with Within Temptation or Liv Kristin on the Metal
Female Voices Fest)?
Actually that’s a surprise, and I cannot tell. But let’s  put it like this. I cannot give the “no” answer to this question.

- Martjin: with the passing of time, are you satisfied with the album? 
You said you left a lot of freedom to all the artists so isn’t the album
too far from what you had originally imagined?
Totally not. I give people space, but I decide what I use an what I won’t use. I also gave everybody directions and I guided them during the recording. So stuff is exactly what I wanted it to be, or better because of some results which we’re better then I hoped it to be. So I’m very satisfied. Of course there are always some productional things (mixing) stuff that I would do differently now, but that’s no disaster.

- Your first single, Frozen, is one of the only songs on which there is
no guests. Did you make the choice according to that?
Actually not. This song is just very good ambassador for our music. Every aspect of our music is coming back in this song. A soft part, double base part, guitar solo, etc. So I just liked this song best for people to get acquainted with Delain. 

- With Frozen, you’ve shot your first video. How did you find this experience?
Really fun (and tiresome) to do. Especially for Charlotte. She started 6 o clock in the morning until 3 at night. It was a very special experience because the band was just formed at the time We just changed from a project to a band and the this new team just worked together for the first time.

- Do you already know which song is going to be released as a single?
The next single is gonna be See Me In Shadow.

- Have you already started to work on your next album? Do you think you
will have other guests? Indeed, this dimension (having guests) is very
important on Lucidity, so do you think you could leave it out without
problem on your next album?
I think we could leave them out, but we won’t. Delain is a band now, and not a project anymore, however I love to work with new people an I still have some musicians on my wish list to work with. So the next album is gonna be a Bandalbum, but we will keep working with guests in the future. That’s an element of Delain I don’t want to throw away.

- You all get inspiration from different kind of music (pop/rock, metal,
…) so how do you manage to agree on the final style of the band? Do you
think this style will change on your next album?
I don’t know. Actually I never cared where my writing would take me. I just take it as it comes. I also think it wouldn’t be good to strategically plan which direction your music should go. Just write stuff what comes out of the hart. That’s important. Because music is nothing less the pure emotion. I love the elements orchestral stuff, bombastic stuff, heavy guitars. So that will stay!

- Some of you say that Nightwish is one of your favourite bands. What do
you like about them? And what do you expect of their future (new album,
new singer, etc.)?

I think they make brilliant music, and I love it. I followed the band from the beginning. Because at the time we (and then I mean Within Temptation) started in the same period. There weren’t a lot of bands in this genre at the time. So I saw them developing during the years, and I kept an eye on them. I think Tuomas is a brilliant songwriter, and I love Marco’s voice. I have no doubt the next album will be brilliant as well. I’m really looking forward to it. And I wish Nightwish all the very best for the future!
